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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 238163 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UR, SHUM 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED DEFECTION OF SOVIET PILOT 

DEPT. OPERATIONS CENTER RECEIVED CALL FROM AP AT 0515 EDT 
INQUIRING CONCERNING ALLEGED DEFECTION OF SOVIET PILOT, WHO 
REPORTEDLY LANDED MAIL PLANE IN AHAR, AZERBAIDZHAN PROVINCE 
AND REQUESTED ASYLUM IN US. WOULD APPRECIATE ASCERTAINING 
ASAP WHETHER EMBASSY HAS ANY INFORMATION ON THIS INCIDENT 
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